THE PINGAT JASA MALAYSIA MEDAL – SOME BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

In 2005 the Malaysian Government approached the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) to seek approval to present their new medal, known as the Pingat Jasa Malaysia, to British veterans and others who served in operations in Malaya/Malaysia between August 1957 and August 1966.
They arranged for the matter to be considered by the Committee on the Grant of Honours, Decorations and Medals, chaired by the Cabinet Secretary, which advises The Queen on such matters. The Committee considered the matter of the PJM in the light of the rules governing the accepting and wearing of non-British awards and made recommendations to The Queen. As a result, on 31st January 2005 the Minister for Trade, Investment and Foreign Affairs, Mr Ian Pearson made a Written Ministerial Statement to the House of Commons as follows:

"The Pingat Jasa Malaysia (PJM) is a commemorative medal which the Government of Malaysia would like to award to eligible British citizens, for their service in Malaya or Malaysia between 31August 1957 and 12 August 1966.  The Committee on the Grant of Honours, Decorations and Medals (the official committee which advises Her Majesty the Queen on matters of honours policy) has recommended that an exception to two of the long-established Rules governing the accepting and wearing of foreign (including Commonwealth) awards be made, to enable the Malaysian Government to present the PJM. Her Majesty the Queen has been graciously pleased to approve this recommendation”.

This exception to the Rules means that all of the many thousands of eligible former members of the Armed Forces/Veterans, and others, may receive the PJM. This will be in addition to the British General Service Medal (with appropriate Malaya/Borneo clasp) that many veterans will have been eligible to receive for their service in Malaya/Borneo. Permission to wear the PJM will not, however, formally be given, as it is long standing Government policy that non-British medals will not be approved for events or service that either took place more than 5 years before initial consideration, or in connection with events that took place in the distant past (e.g. commemorative medals) or if the recipient has received a British award for the same service.

The Pingat Jasa Malaysia (PJM) translated as the "Malaysian Service Medal", is a medal given by the King and Government of Malaysia was created in 2004 and is awarded to British or Commonwealth forces who served in Malaysia during the Malaysian Emergency and the Malaysian – Indonesian Emergency periods in recognition of their "distinguished chivalry, gallantry, sacrifice, or loyalty" in contributing to the freedom of independence of Malaysia. The medal can be conferred and accepted posthumously by next of kin. It is awarded to British and Commonwealth forces who served in Malaysia for at least 90 days, between 31 August 1957 and 31 December 1966, as well as to those who served in Singapore between 31 August 1957 and 9 August 1965. Awards will also be made to those whose service was cut short as a result of death or injury as a result of service in these areas.
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For further details of how to apply for this (or other) medals you are                                                             recommended to go the Veterans website at www.veterans-uk                                                              under the: ‘Service Records, Medals and Badges’ section. 

The Campaign medal Awarded for Service in Malaysia Campaign:
